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implemented this attitude with the historic guarantee
to Poland. It is a volte-face in British Foreign Policy
without precedent in the nation's history. Admittedly
Mr. Chamberlain's speech was the firmest and most
severe in tone he had ever delivered, but few would
have dared forecast that his conversion would have
driven him in such apparent precipitation to offer
Poland a unilateral and unqualified guarantee.
Within the course of the fortnight he decided to throw
overboard all the provisos and the saving clauses that
had made the Czech negotiations such a complex
commentary on the relative values of the pledged
word. In the case of Poland it was simply that "in
the event of any action which clearly threatened
Polish independence, and which the Polish Govern-
ment accordingly considered it vital to resist with
their national forces, His Majesty's Government
would feel themselves bound at once to lend the
Polish Government all support in their power."

A bare recital of the facts between March 15th and
31st gives a compelling impression of how the crisis
increased in intensity and range. The day after Mr.
Chamberlain's speech, which perhaps had the best
Press of any since he had become Prime Minister,
there were three highly significant developments.
The United States Government put a penalty tariff
of 25 per cent on exports from all areas controlled by
Germany. The British and French Governments
presented notes protesting and refusing to recognize
the annexation. In London alarming information
came from Bucharest to the effect that the German
Government was putting tremendous pressure on
Roumania to make sweeping economic concessions to
the Reich. Sir Nevile Henderson had already been
recalled, and Lord Halifax at once began consulta-
tions with the French, American and Soviet Ambas-
sadors. Thirdly, the Russian Government proposed